
Primary Years Programme (PYP) 
 
The PYP curriculum framework highlights the central principle of agency that is 
embedded throughout the three pillars of the curriculum: the learner, learning & 
teaching and the learning community, which all underline that everyone connected to 
the school community has voice, choice and ownership to impact learning and 
teaching. These holistic components complement and reinforce each other to form a 
coherent whole.  
 
	
	
	
	
																																																																																																											
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

The PYP curriculum framework focuses on transdisciplinary learning as the 
curriculum organizer for students to experience learning between, across and 
beyond traditional subject boundaries. The PYP encompasses authentic inquiry-
based learning and teaching that is engaging, significant, challenging and relevant.  

The learner  

The PYP curriculum framework enables PYP students to become agents of their 
own learning. They inquire, question, wonder and theorize about themselves, others, 
and the world around them. The PYP entails an inquiry-based and concept-driven 
transdisciplinary model of learning and teaching. Through engaging with the 
programme of inquiry and reflecting on their learning, PYP students develop 
knowledge, conceptual understandings, skills and the attributes of the IB Learner 
profile to make a difference in their own lives, their communities, and beyond.  

Learning and teaching  

Learning and teaching in the PYP curriculum framework reflects the dynamic 
interplay between how students learn best, what has been learned, and what are the 
next steps in learning. The approaches to learning and approaches to teaching 
articulated play a vital role in the inquiries into the six transdisciplinary themes aimed 
at promoting understandings about human commonalities of local, national and 



global significance. Using these approaches, students draw knowledge from 
subjects, enduring concepts, skills, integration of language and technology that 
broaden their understandings about the world.		

The	learning	community		

The	PYP	learning	community	includes	school	leaders,	teachers,	students	and	
parents/caregivers	who	all	contribute	to	implementing	and	supporting	a	
transdisciplinary	curriculum	that	is	meaningful.	Everyone	in	the	learning	
community	has	agency	to	influence	and	to	transform	learning.		

A	Transdisciplinary	curriculum	framework	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The	PYP	curriculum	framework	offers	students	with	the	opportunity	to	engage	in	
transdisciplinary	learning	which	transcends	the	traditional	approaches	through	the	design	of	
learning	practices	which	interconnect	all	subject	areas.	By	coordinating	learning	‘between,	
across	and	beyond’	boundaries,	students	are	provided	with	an	avenue	to	engage	in	in-depth	
learning	through	authentic,	challenging	and	relevant	experiences. 

 
 
The	International	Baccalaureate	has	developed	and	centred	the	PYP	framework	to	specifically	target	
and	foster	transdisciplinary	learning	experience,	through	six	globally	relevant	themes,	that	
interconnect	and	enable	students	to	build	relevant,	meaningful	and	significant	knowledge	and	skills,	
through	authentic	learning	experiences	and	teaching	practices. 


