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Seabrook Primary School has a zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.

INTERNET PRIVACY: . Discourage posting/sharing of closeup family, or 
personal pictures to any public online site.

Dear parents and carers,

WELCOME BACK!

Welcome back to all Seabrook Primary School students and families! We are 
very pleased to have you back again and so eager to get back to work! A special 
welcome to all of our new students beginning at Seabrook this year, including 
the 7 classes of prep children who came for their first day of school yesterday. 
It was an absolute delight to meet our new students, and so incredibly heart-
warming to observe all of the smiles, hugs and photos as families experienced 
this special milestone in their child’s growth. Our school came to life!

We are confident you are going to enjoy your time at Seabrook. Please 
remember that we are here to support you and your child on this important 
educational journey, and do not hesitate to ask any of us if there is something 
troubling or puzzling you. 

Students and staff experienced a smooth start to the school year and the 
students have quickly become acquainted with their new teacher and class 
friends. The classrooms were very calm and orderly – setting the scene for 
successful learning in the weeks ahead for Term 1. 

The specialist programs of Physical Education (PE), Visual Art, Performing Arts 
and Italian all began their weekly timetabled lessons this week. Students will 
engage in weekly sessions for The Arts, PE and Italian over the course of the 
year, with The Arts incorporating a semester each of Visual Arts and Performing 
Arts. Students also enjoy a weekly visit to the Library with their classroom 
teacher – supported by our passionate Librarian, Raelene Gramsbergen.

continued report on the following page
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continued report from Tania Hunt
WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF

We welcome some exceptional talent to our 
teaching staff this year, including: Rachel Shand 
(Prep), Elizabeth Madgwick and Nicole Timbs 
(Year 1), Sandra Hoskin (Year 4), Tam To (Year 
5) and Eli Brown (Year 6).

We welcome back Laura Jones returning from 
Family Leave, and Stephanie Stretton who will 
be doing some regular casual work for us on 
Thursdays and Fridays.

We are also pleased to welcome back Gabrielle 
Sharpe – who will join Karen Cook and Stacey 
Grace as staff in our Tutor Learning program, 
thanks to the continued funding for this initiative 
in 2022 to support learning catch-up for students 
identified as most impacted by the remote 
learning during 2020 and 2021.

Our admin team has undergone some changes, 
with our new Student Administration Officer, Kelly 
Pipilika joining Yvonne in the front office, forming 
a new team with other admin staff Maureen and 
Helena. Helena Kasem will is now undertaking 
the role of Business Manager.

We unexpectedly (and sadly) had to farewell 
teacher Kirsten Clinch, but give her our heartfelt 
congratulations on her new career opportunity 
that fits with changing family circumstances. 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Thursday 8:30am – 4:15pm and 
Friday 8:30am – 3:30pm.

PLAYGROUNDS BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL

As part of COVIDSafe measures, we ask 
parents and visitors to minimise numbers onsite. 
Thank you to those parents who have made 
arrangements for their children to meet them 
somewhere outside the school gates following 
our staggered dismissal times of 3:00pm for 
surnames A-K and 3:10pm for surnames L-M.

For those parents who need to come onto 
the grounds, please minimise the time spent 
onsite and ensure we reduce the congregation 
of crowds by swiftly departing the school and 
avoiding crowds of parents outside classrooms 
or around playgrounds. Our OSHClub is able to 
use the school’s playgrounds after school hours 
under the supervision of the after-care staff.

PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

Parents are able to pay the 2022 Parent 
Contributions using Compass. Look for the 
“Payments Centre” on your Compass homepage.

The support from our families with the revised 
approach to voluntary parent contributions has 
been overwhelmingly positive so far this year, 
with a number of payments already made. 

With your support, we will be able to maintain the 
high level of education resources and programs 
we are able to offer students at Seabrook 
Primary School. These contributions assist 
in funding the resources used in classrooms, 
additional programs, and our high standard of 
ICT incorporated into our learning programs. 

Without parent contributions, our annual cash 
budget available to support the running of the 
highest quality resources, program offerings and 
school environment would be reduced by almost 
a third.

In the Compass Payments Centre, parents are 
able to adjust the recommended contribution 
amounts according to various circumstances, 
e.g., if a Year 3-6 student is on the Bring-Your-
Own-MacBook program (BYOM).

If you have any questions about the parent 
contributions process this year, please contact 
our office (9395 1758) for assistance.

continued report on the following page
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continued report from Tania Hunt

CHILD SAFE STANDARDS
 
Seabrook Primary School is committed to 
protecting children and supports Child Safe 
Standards. 
Victorian government schools are child safe 
environments. Our school actively promotes 
the safety and wellbeing of all students, and all 
school staff are committed to protecting students 
from abuse or harm in the school environment in 
accordance with their legal obligations, including 
the Child Safe Standards. 
More information is available at:
ht tps: / /www.educat ion.vic.gov.au/about/
programs/health/protect/Pages/default.aspx

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER FOR 2022

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores 
student and parent personal information for 
standard school functions or where permitted by 
law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy at 
ht tp: / /www.educat ion.v ic .gov.au/Pages/
schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx

Please take time to remind yourself of our 
school’s collection notice, found on our website 
http://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/
media/schools_privacy_policy.pdf

For more information about privacy, refer to: 
“Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for 
parents” at 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/
Schools-Privacy-Policy-information-for-parents.
aspx
This information is also available in nine 
community languages: Amharic, Arabic, Dari, 
Gujarati, Mandarin, Somali, Sudanese, Turkish, 
Urdu, and Vietnamese. 

HOW TO RAISE QUERIES OR CONCERNS AT 
SEABROOK

At times, parents may have queries or concerns 
related to their child, a situation, a teacher or 
the school environment. In order to maintain 
a respectful and supportive home-school 
partnership, our school leaders and staff make 
themselves available for open communication 
about these issues. 

• Parents are advised to make contact with the 
TEACHER to discuss issues related to their 
child’s learning and/or social, emotional or 
behavioural needs. 

• Contact the relevant ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
to make a time to discuss issues related to the 
governance of the school, the safety or welfare 
of the community, or if a meeting with a teacher 
is not deemed to have been resolved with an 
acceptable level of satisfaction. Our Assistant 
Principals are as follows:
• Heads of Junior School (P-2): Mrs Rima El 

Souki & Mrs Ann O’Connor. (Both of these 
Assistant Principals oversee the Junior 
School, however Mrs Rima is aligned more 
closely with Prep and Mrs O’Connor with 
Years 1 and 2).

• Head of Middle School (3/4): Mr Cameron 
Edwards.

• Head of Senior School (5/6): Mrs Nicole 
Lockwood.

• Contact myself as PRINCIPAL of the school if 
the matter is not able to be resolved via one of 
the above channels first.
• Parents can also contact the office to raise a 
query of concern and seek advice and assistance 
with having this directed to the most appropriate 
staff member.

continued report on the following page
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continued report from Tania Hunt

KEY SCHOOL FOCUSES FOR 2022 

•   Health and Wellbeing of all staff and students
• Supporting new staff, especially graduate 
teachers via our usual lines of support as well as 
the new DET Career Start program.
•   The Tutor Learning Initiative for learning catch-
up.
•  Supporting missed learning and routines for 
all students, including those needing catch-up, 
those with special needs, and high-achievers 
who may have missed extension opportunities.
• Further development of our Professional 
Learning Communities (PLC) - increasing the 
“PL” in “PLC” using inquiry-based approaches 
through improvement cycles. PLC is often a term 
relating to teaching teams at Seabrook, but not 
necessarily limited to this.
•   Mathematics -  new maths leadership structure 
for the whole school: Cameron Edwards (AP) 
with Learning Specialists: Linda Barakat and 
Ritu Bahadur.
• English - new literacy leadership structure 
for the whole school: Ann O’Connor (AP) with 
Learning Specialists: Margot Trajkovski and 
Anisha Dobson.
•   School improvement formal processes: 
 - Implementing recommendations from 
our recent PYP Evaluation undertaken with the 
International Baccalaureate Organisation.
 - Completing a School Review with the 
Department of Education in Term 2, leading to a 
new 4-year School Strategic Plan.

Home-school partnerships are extremely 
important in your child’s wellbeing and success 

at school, and our staff appreciate the positive 
and productive interactions and support offered 
by our school community. Seabrook families and 
staff have high expectations and aspirations for 
the students’ learning, safety, happiness and 
wellbeing.  

For now, one key element of this is to maintain 
our COVIDSafe measures to maximise the 
health and safety of our school community and 
do everything we can to stave off closures or 
remote learning. If you haven’t yet had a chance 
to read over the recent letter provided to parents,
this letter was sent out on Compass during the 
week regarding a safe start to  school.  
https://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au/uploaded_
files/media/310122_letter_to_parents__a_safe_
start_to_school_in_2022_4.pdf

We are all so happy and excited to be at school 
for student learning! 

We look forward to a successful year ahead for 
our students. Kind regards and stay safe.

Tania Hunt
Principal

 welcome 

https://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/310122_letter_to_parents__a_safe_start_to_school_in_2022_4.pdf
https://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/310122_letter_to_parents__a_safe_start_to_school_in_2022_4.pdf
https://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/310122_letter_to_parents__a_safe_start_to_school_in_2022_4.pdf
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              PRINCIPAL 
         MRS TANIA HUNT  
          

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
JUNIOR SCHOOL

         MRS RIMA EL SOUKI  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
JUNIOR SCHOOL

  MRS ANN O'CONNOR

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
MIDDLE SCHOOL

         MR CAMERON EDWARDS  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
SENIOR SCHOOL

  MRS NICOLE LOCKWOOD

BUSINESS MANAGER
MS HELENA KASEM

MATHEMATICS LEADERSHIP
TEAM

         MR CAMERON EDWARDS 

 

  MRS LINDA BARAKAT MRS RITU BADAHUR

ENGLISH LEADERSHIP
TEAM

         MRS ANN O'CONNOR 

 

  MRS MARGOT TRAJKOVSKI MRS ANISHA DOBSON

http://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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Forgotten your password on Compass visit our website and 
follow the prompts

https://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au

https://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au
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A big thank you to the students and their 
families that attended our first session this 
morning at Laverton Pool (Jennings St.- 
Turn at the Cnr where Laverton P-12 
school is). We had 34 students come along, 
which is a fantastic effort for day 1. Thanks 
to Mr. Diegan & Mr. Chen for assisting with 
the coaching and Mr. Trott for preparing the 
breakfasts back at school for our hungry 
swimmers.

Our next session is going to be this Monday 
7th of Feb between 7am-8am at Laverton. 
Students will need to make their own way to 
and from the pool and parents are welcome 
to stay and watch their children training 
and then can head back to school, where 
breakfast will be on again. If you have 
trouble being able to get your child to and 
from the pool, please come and see us and 
we’ll see if you can link in with another family 
who lives near you etc…

The other dates will be Wednesday 9th 
Feb and Friday 11th Feb, also at Laverton 
from 7-8am.

On Monday 14th Feb, we will move to 
the Werribee Outdoor Pool (Watton St. 
W’bee) for our final training session, which 
will help acclimatise the students to the 
outdoor conditions and the 50m pool and 
because it’s where we have our District 
Carnival (24th Feb).

Laverton is only 25m long, so for some 
children it will be a bit of a jump.  This will 
also be 7-8am. 

On Wednesday 16th Feb, we will have our 
Trials at Werribee Outdoor Pool. Students 
will race off in their own age group, in 
various events (Freestyle, Backstroke, 
Breaststroke & Butterfly). The don’t have 
to do all the strokes, just the ones they feel 
comfortable with.

The Carnival will be on Thursday 24th 
of February at Werribee Outdoor Pool, 
between 9.45am-2pm.

Costs at each pool are between $5-$6 
approximately as you enter the pool. 

*If you are interested in coming along, 
students swimming ability should be 
roughly at squad level (or maybe at the 
last level before squad. It’s not a beginner/
learn to swim program. If you’re not sure, 
but want to come along and have a try, feel 
free to do so and we’ll assess your level and 
go from there. 

If you need more information, please ask at 
the office, or see Mr. Ganley or Mr. Trott 
at the P.E Gym (next to the Canteen). We’ll 
have spare notes each morning at the Pool 
in case you turn up. We hope to see a few 
more on Monday (7th).

http://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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Advertisements are included in this newsletter for a nominal payment made to the school by each 
provider, and the inclusion of such marketing does not necessarily imply a recommendation or 
endorsement by Seabrook Primary School.

Saver Plus is a free financial education and 
matched savings program offered to lower-
income families to help them budget and save 
for education costs. In the 10-month program, 
participants gain financial knowledge, learn 
healthy savings habits by saving $50 a month, 
and have their savings matched up to $500 to 
be used towards school costs such as uniforms, 
books, laptops, and sports fees.

It’s a wonderful community program that has 
helped over 50K Australians save $26 million 
since 2003, on top of that ANZ has also 
provided $21 million in matching for spending 
on education costs. I’m actively enrolling new 
parents into the program and would appreciate 
your help in sharing Saver Plus with your parent 
community by participating in the competition.

Wishing to advertise with us, contact 
Maureen on 9395 1758 or email me on 
maureen.murphy@education.vic.gov.au

Charges are:
$5.50 for a business card size 

advertisement
$22 for a 1/4 page advertisement
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OSCHCLUB  KIDSOFT APP
 
 1. Open App Store or Google Play Store
 2. Search kidsoft and download the App
 3. Log in with your iParentPortal email  and password.

The App allows you to make 1 off bookings, cancel bookings, view 
documents and transaction and make payments.

http://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au
http://www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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February 2022 SEABROOK TIME LINE
refer to the Compass calendar

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Feb 1 
2022

 School 
commences 
today for all 
year levels

2
PREP 

ASSESSMENT 
DAY 

(no classes for 
prep)

3 4

7

7am - 8am 
Swimming 

Training - Squad
Laverton Pool

Interested students 
from grade 3 - 6

8 9
7am - 8am 
Swimming 

Training - Squad
Laverton Pool

Interested 
students from 

grade 3 - 6

PREP 
ASSESSMENT 

DAY 
(no classes for 

prep)

10 11

7am - 8am 
Swimming 

Training - Squad
Laverton Pool

Interested students 
from grade 3 - 6

14

7am - 8am 
Swimming 

Training - Squad
Werribee Outdoor 

Pool
Interested students 

from grade 3 - 6

15 16
7am - 8:15am

Swimming 
Trials for Grade 
3-6 (Werribee 
Outdoor Pool)
students who 

have been 
training and or in 

Squad groups
PREP 

ASSESSMENT 
DAY 

(no classes for 
prep)

17 18

21 22 23

PREP 
ASSESSMENT 

DAY 
(no classes for 

prep) 

24

Laverton District 
Swimming Carnival

for selected 
students who have 

qualified

25

http://www.seabrook.vic.edu.au
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