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NEWSLETTER

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Issue 4 February 27, 2019

PUBLIC HOLIDAY MONDAY 11TH OF
MARCH NO SCHOOL ON THIS DAY
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Download
the Xuno
App
school
code is

ub32jh

WHAT’S COMING UP? SOME NOTES FOR YOUR CALENDARS
April 4 – PYP Evening. All parents are invited to visit their child’s/children’s
classroom to see what the children are learning and find out something about
the Primary Years Programme as presented by the class. Please note we will
not run a BBQ this year but the fund-raising committee will be conducting a
bake sale to coincide with this event. More information will follow.

On Friday April 5 everyone is encouraged to become involved in our whole
school Run4Fun Colour explosion. This will encompass a whole school picnic
and fun run at Comben Reserve. Subway lunches will be offered and notes and
information will be available this week. We hope everyone will gather sponsors
and join in the fun. See page 3 for more details. It should be a wonderful fun day
to end the term.
April 5 is early finish for the holidays. Following the colour run the children will
be dismissed from their classrooms at 2.30 pm for the term 1 break. Please
make arrangements to accommodate this.
continued report on the following page
Seabrook Primary School has a zero tolerance for any form of child abuse.
INTERNET PRIVACY: Everyone, (and in particular) children should
NEVER share personal information online about their family, themselves,
or anyone else

LEARNING WITH CONFIDENCE

continued report from Susan Lee
SQUAD SWIMMING
Thanks to the staff and parents for their support
in the early morning swimming training of our
Seabrook swimmers. It has been a big group
effort and we look forward to the children
performing well in the districts sports held at
Werribee outdoor pool next Wednesday.

VOLUNTEERS
It has been great to have our wonderful
volunteers back this year from Kid’s Hope. This
group of dedicated community members have
helped many children settle in well to their new
year level. It is also wonderful that many parents
offer to support in the classroom with a variety of
learning opportunities in addition to camps and
excursions. All volunteers are required to have a
working with children check and complete a short
induction checklist. Please contact the office for
more details or speak to your child’s teacher. We
value your help and support enormously.

CHESS
TOURNAMENT
SEABROOK

HOSTED

BY

Forty children from Seabrook qualified to play in
the local school’s chess tournament least week.
We were able to submit three teams to compete.
I’d like to congratulate all players for their efforts
and enthusiasm throughout the day. Well done
to the players from Alamanda College who were
overall winners. Lumen Christi students came
second and one of our teams took out third
placing.
Thanks to the staff from (Chess) Kids unlimited
who ran a successful tournament and to the
eighty students and families who attended from
many local schools.
Chess has become more popular this year with
sample lessons provided for students in years
2-6 with the option for all students to have
tutorage after school on Mondays, Tuesday and
Thursdays. Thanks to Endre for his enthusiasm
in sharing his passion and knowledge about the
game.
continued report on the following page
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continued report from Susan Lee
2019-20 SCHOOL COUNCIL
Your parent representatives for 2019 are Adriana
Soledad Vidal, Stephen Currie, Kerrie Ames,
Sarah Hone, Emma Ryan, Fiona Witham, Kristy
Kitto, Kirsten Clinch, Tania Sinclair-Camilleri,
Kym Ham and Barney Withers. Departmental
representatives include Jennifer Cassar, Ann
O’Connor, Wendy Treloar and Nicole Lockwood.
The new committee will assemble for their first
meeting March 18.

FAMILY BRICKS
You have the chance to go down in history!
Families are invited to purchase a family name
brick to be laid in our progressive footpath to the
Mintaro Way gate. Forms have been sent home
this week to the eldest child in the family and are
also on Xuno.

DONATING PLANTS
It is very kind of families who wish to donate
plants for our school grounds. We have now
reached our non-indigenous plant quota and as
we are a Resource Smart School we are obligated to have a greater number of indigenous plants
from our area. Some planting of more local flora
will commence this week.
Have a great week ahead.

Sue & Staff

More specific details will follow but children
participating should not wear school uniform
on the day, instead wear white or light coloured
clothing for effect, bring a towel and plastic
bag.
The day’s focus is on fun and fitness with the
added benefit of raising funds for our school.
Children may order a Subway lunch to be
eaten at the park after the run.

School Run4Fun Colour Expolsion

We’re turning our event from bland to GRAND
this year by adding an explosion of colour.
The more money we raise the more we can
provide for the students through vital school
projects, in particular playground equipment.
The School Run4Fun Colour Explosion will
be held on Friday 5th of April at Comden
Reserve. This is the last day before the
term 1 holidays. Classes will start walking
from school at approx. 10.45 am. And all will
be back before the early finish at 2.30 pm.
Parents are most welcome to join in.

Colour Powder
The colour powder used in our event has been
sourced direct from India, the home of Holi
Powder. It is made of high quality corn starch
and permitted food colours. It’s non-toxic,
biodegradable, skin safe and environmentally
friendly. Toxicological Risk Assessment and
ingredient listings can be obtained from the
School Office upon request. Students with
asthma are advised to be careful in their
decision to participate. An alternative fun
run will be offered for children who do not
wish to take part in the Colour Explosion
for any reason.

www.seabrook.vic.edu.au | www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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Units of Inquiry for Term 1
Teachers and students are underway with implementing their first unit of inquiry for Term 1. Below and
following pages is an outline of each unit of inquiry for each year level and a description of what the
students are inquiring about.

Prep

Year One

YearTwo

Transdisciplinary Theme:
Who we are
Concepts: Form, change,
connection
Central Idea: We are individuals
together we grow and change.

Transdisciplinary Theme:
Who we are
Concepts: Form, connection,
responsibility
Central Idea: The choices we
make can influence our health.

Transdisciplinary Theme:
Who we are
Concepts: Form, perspective,
connection
Central Idea: Many things make
me who I am.

Lines of Inquiry
• Our choices help make us
individuals
• Our past, our present,
our Future (Baby, Kinder,
school, adult)
• How individuals come
together
• Our personal experiences,
characteristics and attitudes
help us become individuals

Lines of Inquiry
• The characteristics between
physical, mental and social
health
• The connection between
lifestyles, health and our
bodies
• Our responsibility to have
a balanced lifestyle (e.g.
hygiene, sleep, exercise,
eating)

Lines of Inquiry
• Beliefs and values are part
of who I am
• Why and how people are
different
• Our families influence who I
am

In this inquiry the students
learn about themselves and
their families. They explore the
concept of change by identifying
how they change from a baby to
an adult. Students also focus on
the learner profiles and discuss
how these connect to their
characteristics and personal
experiences to make them who
they are.

Within this inquiry, the students
investigate the importance
of making healthy choices
and how these choices can
influence their bodies, lifestyle
and their characteristics.
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For this unit of inquiry,
the students learn about
themselves
focusing
on
their beliefs, values, family,
culture, attributes and their
characteristics. They attend an
incursion called Marvellous Me,
where they find out about what
values are and how these are
incorporated into their real-life
experiences.
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Units of Inquiry for Term 1

Year Three

Year Four

Transdisciplinary Theme:
Who we are
Concepts: Form, function, responsibility
Central Idea: Choices contribute to personal
health and well-being.

Transdisciplinary Theme:
How we organise ourselves
Concepts: Causation, responsibility
Central Idea: Humans have developed ways to
prepare for, respond to and cope with disasters.

Lines of Inquiry
• Factors influence our health and well-being
• Different ways to care for our body systems
• How we make informed choices

Lines of Inquiry
• The causes and effects of a disaster in a
community
• Systems and agencies that respond to
disasters
• Our responsibilities before, during and after
a disaster

For the ‘who we are’ inquiry, the students will
develop an understanding of the different food
groups. They will also identify the aspects of
mental health including how physical activities
and other interests help to support this. Students
will also investigate the factors that impact
on positive health choices including health
messages and self-motivation.

As part of the inquiry, the students will research
into different disasters that may occur and
how these can affect the community. They will
also discover how various agencies respond
to disasters and will also look at the concept
of responsibility by developing an action plan
that outlines the steps needed to respond to a
disaster.

www.seabrook.vic.edu.au | www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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Units of Inquiry for Term 1

Year Five

Year Six

Transdisciplinary Theme:
Who we are
Concepts: Connection, causation, function
Central Idea: Our thoughts, emotions and actions
influence the way we interact with the world.
Lines of Inquiry
• How our brain influences our actions and
emotions
• Emotions and actions affect our interactions
with others
• Our responsibility to manage our emotions
and actions in real life situations

Transdisciplinary Theme:
Sharing the planet

As part of the who we are inquiry, the students
will learn about how the brain works related to
emotions and the triggers. They will also have the
opportunity to understand that their thoughts and
emotions influence their actions towards others,
and that others actions influence their emotions
and thoughts as well. Students will understand
the interrelationship between thoughts, emotions
and actions.

6 S eabrook P rimary S chool

Currently, all students in Grade 6 are working
collaboratively with their classroom teachers
and peers to develop a central idea and lines of
inquiry for their first unit. By encouraging student
agency and promoting opportunities for students
to explore ideas, this inquiry will be a reflection
of student thinking and an investigation into
common interests. In the last couple of weeks,
students have been introduced to seven different
types of ecosystems. They have participated in
rich class discussions concerning the negative
impact humans have had on such environmental
systems and have also considered ways in which
action can be taken.
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District Swimming Carnival
Good luck to our school swimming team, who
will compete next Wednesday (6th March) in the
Laverton District Carnival at Werribee Outdoor
Pool. We have 35 children who will be swimming
in various individual and relay events throughout
the day.
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All parents and other family members are
welcome to attend and cheer on the team
between 9:45am & 2pm approximately.
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Our School

SCHOOL BANKING
We Need Your Help – Parent Helpers/
Volunteers Needed
Our students really enjoy participating in the
Commonwealth School Banking program
and to keep this program running we need
your help. Parent helpers are needed to
help count money and process reward
requests. Currently School Banking is
processed on Thursday morning at 9am for
approximately one to two hours.

Are you going on holidays?
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Just to inform our community that the Department
of Education requires notification to the school in
writing for all extended leave. This can be done by
popping into the office and filling in the extended
family leave registration form or writing a note to
be presented to the office.
Thank you

Many thanks to our community for purchasing
books from the Scholastic book club,
displayed to the right is just a few of the books
the library has been able to purchase from
funds raised last year.

8 S eabrook P rimary S chool

International Baccalaureate | Primary Years Program ®

LEARNING WITH CONFIDENCE

Nude Food Program

Reducing our waste at Seabrook

Avoid
Lunches
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gs, cling
film or f
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Pack
Snacks in
reusable
containers
Drinks in a
reusable bottle
Reusable utensils
when needed
Reusable lunchbox
or backpack
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Balancing Time Online

How much is too much?
There is no magic guideline for the ‘right’ amount
of time for children to spend online. This is a
matter for you to decide—but there are guidelines
that can help you in addition to factoring in the
age of your kids, their maturity level and your
family dynamics.
What do the experts suggest is appropriate
for entertainment?
A great place to start is understanding what health
professionals recommend. The Department
of Health has established Australia’s Physical
Activity and Sedentary Behaviour Guidelines,
which include links to brochures, fact sheets and
tips for physical entertainment.

What about screen time for educational
purposes?
The internet is a great tool for educational
support and some of the time that your child
will spend online will be for this purpose. In fact,
more schools are now implementing a ‘bring
your own device policy’ in the classroom to take
advantage of online education in the classroom.
It is crucial that you help your children strike the
right balance between online time for education
and online time for entertainment and social
networking.

Recommended screen time
Under 2 years
Zero.
Babies and toddlers should not watch any
television or other electronic media (DVDs,
computers and electronic games).
2 to 5 years
Less than one hour per day.
Limit their time sitting and watching TV or using
other electronic media to less than one hour per
day.
5 to 17 years
Less than two hours per day.
Limit their use of electronic media for entertainment
(i.e. TV, computers and seated electronic games)
to no more than two hours per day.
*These guidelines are for entertainment
purposes only and do not include screen time for
educational purposes.
10 S eabrook P rimary S chool
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Xuno Tips

Updating contact details
All Victorian government schools are
required to contact parents/carers as
soon as practicable on the same day of an
unexplained student absence. In order for
us at Seabrook to comply and implement
the same day notification requirement, it’s
essential that you provide the school with the
most up-to-date contact details.

Accessing your child/ren’s
report or learning updates
Once logged in, you will see the following 4
tabs

Please log onto our parent portal at:

https://seabrook-ps.xuno.com.au
and use your username and password to
access XUNO.

Click on the learning tab and then scroll
down and select reports.

To update your contact details please follow
these steps:
1. Click on the School Tab

2. Scroll down to Students: Contact Details
and select

3. Please click on update details and amend
accordingly.
www.seabrook.vic.edu.au | www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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Xuno Tips

Entering school absences
Entering absences on XUNO. Please log into the
parent portal at:

https://seabrook-ps.xuno.com.au
and use your username and password to access
XUNO.
To send a message directly to the teacher please
follow these steps:
Click on:
1. School

2. Scroll down to Messages and select

SUPPORT NEEDED WITH UNEXPLAINED
ABSENCES AS PER DET REQUIREMENT
Dear Parents/Guardians,

3.Click on the add(+) button to select your child/
ren’s teacher.

We kindly request that you inform the school
via the XUNO message service of your child/
ren’s absence. This will help us to reduce
the SMS cost to the school as fewer SMS
messages will need to be sent daily. Thank
you to those parents/guardians who are
already using the XUNO message service
or informing the school of their child/ren’s
absence.

4. Type in new message eg. Peter/Mary is absent
as he/she is unwell.
Please note that this message will be received
directly by the teacher who will amend the
attendance roll accordingly.
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Climate Change Adapter

How will
climate change
impact you?

Climate
Change
Adaptation

Young people will inherit the consequences of decisions made
today. Come along to share your ideas to help shape action!
Hobsons Bay City Council is hosting interactive sessions on climate change adaptation
for young people.

Who should attend?
Young people between the ages of 12 and 25

How can I get involved?
We are hosting two FREE sessions:
•

Thursday 14 March from 4pm to 6pm
Workshop at Newport Community Hub.
Register below (only 20 spots available) or on the website
participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
Participants will be provided with a $20 gift voucher.

REGISTER HERE
•

Friday 15 March from 4pm to 5:30pm
Open pop-up session at Altona North Library
(registration not required)

Food will be provided at both sessions!

Ah man, I can’t attend
That is okay! If you cannot attend either event,
you can provide your feedback via the survey on
participate.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
If you have any questions regarding the project
contact the sustainability team on 9932 1000 or
email sustainability@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au

Climate

www.seabrook.vic.edu.au | www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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For your information

Wish to advertise your business
or event with us?
		
Contact: Maureen Murphy on 9395 1758
		
email: murphy.mary.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
$5.50 including GST for a business card size advertisement
$22 including GST for a 1/4 page advertisement
14 S eabrook P rimary S chool
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For your information

My name is Jigna and I am the new Program Coordinator.
We welcome all our new families in our community. It’s
been wonderful meeting all the students, parents and
staff at Seabrook PS. A reminder to families to please
book your child/ren into OSHClub online in advance or for
the day bookings please call the program number 0411
302 879. Please note, the bookings for April vacation
Program is open now. Please reserve the spot by
booking in advance. Additionally, we ask all parents
that if your child has a medical condition to please ensure
your plans/paperwork is up to date, and so is your child’s
medication at the service. We appreciate your support
with this matter.
OSHC Program Phone: 0411 302 879
Coordinator: Jigna
OSHClub Head Office: 1300 395 735

All families must be enrolled to attend the program,
remember this is free! Please create an account
online at www.oshclub.com.au where all bookings
and cancellations can also be managed via your
online account! Please check your future bookings as
the system has rolled over previous year permanent
bookings.

School banking
Remember to bring in bank books on Wednesday
(preps will bank on Tuesdays until they attend full time)
Well done to the 82 students who
school banked last week, and
welcome to the 3 students who
have joined our school banking
program; it is great to see more
students banking each week.

Great new rewards for term one

Scented stackable highlighters and Snowy origami
set.
Older siblings who no longer attend the school and
younger siblings yet to start school are welcome
to participate in school banking, just send their
bankbook in with their sibling who is currently
attending Seabrook Primary.

To participate in school banking students need to
have a Youthsaver/dollarmites account with the
Commonwealth Bank. Existing account holders can
bring in their yellow wallets with their deposit each
week. Parents who would like to open an account
for their child can go online, in branch or through the
internet banking app. Please refer to the recently
distributed parent packs for further information.
Volunteers needed for school banking – if you have
some spare time on Thursday mornings (one to two
hours), we need your help with the counting and
processing of the school banking. We are located
in the meeting room located next to the library from
9am. Please come and meet the other volunteers if
you can help us. Working with children is required for
volunteers.

Do you have a school banking question or query? Please email: seabrookschoolbanking@gmail.com
Seabrook School Banking Volunteers
www.seabrook.vic.edu.au | www.facebook.com/SeabrookPS
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FEBRUARY/ MARCH 2019 SEABROOK TIME LINE
Monday

Tuesday
25

Wednesday
26

Thursday
27

Grade 3 & 4
Assembly
9am - 9:30am

4

5

6

Friday
28

Skoolbag app
ceases today

Grade 2 Assembly
2:30pm - 3pm

GRADE 2
‘MARVELOUS ME
INCURSION’

PREP
TEDDY BEAR
PCINIC
10:15AM - 10:40AM
7

District Swimming
Carnival
Werribee outdoor
pool for selected
students in grades
3-6

Grade 5 & 6
Assembly
9am - 9:30am

11

12

13

LABOUR
DAY PUBLIC
HOLIDAY
NO SCHOOL
TODAY
18

Grade 5 & 6
Assembly
9am - 9:30am

19

20

March 1

8

Grade 1 Assembly
2:30pm - 3pm
Back up day for
District swimming

14

15

Divisional
Swimming Carnival
for those students
who have qualified
from the District
day

Grade 2 Assembly
2:30pm - 3pm

21

22

Grade 1 Assembly
2:30pm - 3pm

CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used
towards camps, sports and/or excursion expenses
for the benefit of the eligible student, parents with a
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pension Concession
Card are eligible to apply. Payment amount is $125.
Most payments start from March onwards. Application
forms are available from the front office.
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