
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17th of April 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Over the next few days the Grade Three Learning Community we will be starting our second inquiry for 2018.  This 

inquiry will run for about six weeks.  This science based inquiry will have links to the subject area of chemistry.  A 

focus on a range of thinking skills will be used as a means of exploring the Transdisciplinary Theme of ‘How the World 

Works’, along with the use of the key concepts of form (what is it like?), function (how does it work?) and change (how 

is it changing?) through a variety of experiences.  Continued use of artefacts, wonderings and student questions with 

links to the PYP Learner Profile and Attitudes of being confident, curious, risk-takers and knowledgeable as inquirers 

will be referred to and incorporated throughout inquiry learning.  Outlined below is some information that should help 

with discussions at home about this inquiry. 

TRANSDISCIPLINARY THEME:   

• How the World Works  

 

PYP KEY CONCEPTS:  

• Form (What is it like?)  

 

• Function (How does it work?) 

 

• Change (How is it changing?) 

 

CENTRAL IDEA:   

• The World is Composed of Matter  

 

AN INQUIRY INTO: 

• Observation of properties helps us to classify the three states of matter (solids, liquids and gases). 

 

• How materials change from one state to another. 

 

• Safety requirements and procedures are important to scientists.  

 

ARTEFACTS: 

As part of the inquiry process; teachers have been discussing specific items that have some relationship to the three 

states of matter (solid, liquid and gas).  These artefacts as in the past; will continue to be used as an initial starting 

point for gaining a better overall global understanding of the central idea of this inquiry.  Therefore, we ask that each 

student brings an artefact from home that they have personal knowledge of and that is related to the above outlined 

central idea, transdisciplinary theme and linked to the key concepts.  Some possible ideas could include: a story, DVD, 

game, poster, photograph, pamphlet, facts, experiments, website and or You Tube clip.  If the artefact has special 

significance the child may choose to take it home, but we would prefer if this item could remain at school for the 

duration of the inquiry, as it will be used for writing, discussion, creative tasks and other activities related to this 

inquiry.    

Thank you for your assistance in this matter, 

Ms. Anna Hallatsch, Mrs. Sharon Peterson, Miss Sanne Vermeulen, Mr. Kevin Wood, Mrs. Sesilia Palu and Miss Keiko 

Martin. 
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